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China visit held 
many surprises 


By THOMAS LASSITER 
China seemed to hold almost as 
many surprises as people for a group 
V of mid-western visitors to that coun- 
v. try led by a south Minneapolis resi- 
‘•1* dent, Gary Schoener, 400 W. Franklin 
/•Ave. 

'-■** Schoener, a psychologist and exr 
“ 'ecutive director of the Walk-In Coun- 
' -seling Center, left Sept. 10 with a 
•* "group of 24 individuals, five from 
’ Minnesota, to tour the Peoples Re- 
public of China. The trip was spon- 
sored by the U.S. -China Peoples 
Friendship Association of Minnesota, 
‘•.'one of 70 chapters of that organiza- 
*;*‘tion. 

“I had a real sense of safety while 
‘ ' in China,” said Schoener, as he de- 
:* scribed the absence of any noticable 
criminal activity and the numerous 
• "cases of lost articles returned to tour 
" members. “We felt free to walk any- 



where anytime of the day or night. It 
was a fantastic experience,” 
Schoener said. 

The great freedom of movement al- 
lowed the visitors also came as 
somewhat of a surprise to Schoener 
as most people, Schoener pointed out, 
are under the impression that vis- 
itors to that country are restricted to 
tour sites with little opportunity to 
roam about. 

“That just isn’t true,” Schoener 
said. “While we* were kept pretty j 
busy with scheduled tour activities, : 
we had the opportunity to wander 
about on our own quite a bit.” 

Arriving in Peking, the group ? 
worked its way south, passing . 
through Kai f’feng, an old imperial ; 
capital, Wu-shi, a resort town and fi- 

. . . CHINA f 

: ^^V\?TbP^e*8 * 


* Page 8 — Wed., October 12, 1977 

r. ; p : — - — : — : : : 

C; China s ; : 

From Page 1 


nally, to Shanghai, the last stop on 
the 18 day tour. ' • 1 


f During his travels, Schoener came 
to view the Chinese people as “very 
friendly and candid in their answers 
to our questions and living a slow but 
steady paced life.” 


As a psychologist, Schoener was in- 
terested in assessing the cultural and 
social characteristics of a people that 
he said many view as almost robot- 
like and working cohstantly. 


“While it is difficult to assess peo- 
ple across cultural lines, I found 
many of the stereotypes about the 
people to.be untrue,” Schoener said. 

Noting that many people view 
' China as a society of highly re- 
gimented people, Schoener said he 
was impressed with the great deal of 
innovation and ingenuity exhibited 
by the people. 



dustrial areas are self-contained, 

• * Schoener said, and as “are very simi- 
lar, to old American small towns.” : 
This leads to a tight knit community; 
which, according to Schoener, might 
account for the lack of crime and so- : 
cial ills such as prostitution and drug 
abuse found in many of the highly in- 
dustrialized societies of the West. 
Police and military were not seen in 
great numbers, Schoener said. 

While Schoener said he did not see 
any signs of dissent, he felt, from 
^speaking with a number of people, 
that dissent was not handled with im- 

- prisonment but rather by peer pres- 
. sure. “The fear of public criticism is 

a real source of social control in- 
China,” Schoener said. ,. 

. And what were the Chinese people 
interested in asking the visitors' 
about? “Many of the people wanted 
to know about the working conditions 
in this country,” Schoener said. 
“And, they were very interested in 
maps and picture books of the U.S.” . 

’ ( “There were also a lot of technical 
questions. We got a very eager re- 
‘ 1 sponse from the scientific commun- 
ity,” said Schoener. The group was 
allowed to observe several opera- 
; tions utilizing acupuncture. , 

• As far as tourist sights, the group 
! , visited the famous Forbidden City as 
well as numerous museums and his- 
torical sites. “We also got to see 
. Mao’s memorial. We may have been 
1 the first group from the U.S. to do : 
so,” said Schoener, 

\ “I am glad I had the chance to visit 
China now because I think the coun- 
. try will begin to change as mechani- 
' , zation begins to increase. I think the 
country is at the peak of the Mao in- 
fluence right now. It will be very in- 
teresting to see what changes do take 

- place in the future,” Schoener con- 
cluded. 


